
PRESIDENT, ISRTAA

Dear ISRTAA Family:
 It is my great plea-
sure to greet you as the pres-
ident of ISRTAA on the eve of publishing 
the inaugural electronic publication of 
ISRTAA Newsletter. Hope everyone had 
enjoyed the first ever ISRTAA reunion held 
on January 17, 2018 as much as I did. I was 
thrilled to see many of our members 
during the reunion. This reunion was 
indeed one of the most successful events 
in the history of ISRT and we had a huge 
turnout, with a great success event— ISRT 
Alumni Association (ISRTAA) formation. I 
want to express my gratitude to all devot-
ed alumni members, and the hard works 
of all the members of the alumni ad-hoc 
Executive Committee (EC), Director of ISRT 
Prof. Israt Rayhan, batch representatives, 
students, and other members who helped 
to make the event a successful one. 
ISRTAA has seen an increase in the 
number of lifetime members as a result of 
the membership campaign carried out 
since 2017. I always think of ISRTAA as a 
family and want to see it to grow bigger 
and stronger every year. In the coming 
year, ISRTAA executive committee (EC) will 
continue to open arms to welcome new 
members to join the family, especially 
graduate students - the new generation of 
the ISRTAA family. We are delighted to 
inform you that our Board of Trustee and 
EC decided to start electronic ISRTAA 
Newsletter twice a year. The electronic 
ISRTAA Newsletter and website are effec-
tive and efficient ways to inform members 
about news and events. I would like to 
thank Prof. Tamanna Howlader, member 
of EC for accepting the editorship and her 
team for their hard works. 
 We will persistently reach out to 
look for opportunities to extend our 
network and to connect members with all 
ISRTians worldwide who share our 
common interests and I believe and hope 
that the Newsletter shall play a pivotal role 
in this regard.
Md. Hasinur Rahaman Khan
Associate Professor, ISRT
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Dear Alumni Members:
I am happy to be able to finally 
present to you the first issue of 
the ISRTAA newsletter. I say ‘finally’ because 
this a task that the Newsletter Committee 
overtook several months ago and is long over-
due. I have to admit that it was quite a chal-
lenge given the fact that the members did all 
the work online without meeting in person 
and in between their busy work schedules. So, 
what is the ISRTAA E-Newsletter? Who is it for 
and what is its purpose? These are the ques-
tions that I hope to answer in this message. 
Over the past 54 years the ISRT community 
has grown, diversified, strengthened and pros-
pered. The newly formed ISRT Alumni Associa-
tion, better known as ISRTAA, symbolizes the 
strength and unity of the ‘ISRT family’. With 
just over nineteen months since its inception, 
ISRTAA already has over 365 life members 
under its umbrella and it continues to grow. 
The objective of the ISRTAA E-Newsletter is to 
help facilitate greater communication 
between alumni members by keeping them 
informed and up to date with the activities of 
ISRTAA. It is a platform for sharing news, ideas 
and information that would be of general 
interest to the members. In doing so, it hopes 
to keep members connected! 
The first newsletter is dedicated to the forma-
tion of ISRTAA. It therefore provides informa-
tion on the creation of ISRTAA, its objectives, 
and committees responsible for its gover-
nance. It has   a page called ‘Alumni voices’ 
where alumni members can contribute 
articles on topics that would be of interest to 
others. We have also added a section called 
‘ISRT corner’ where members can learn about 
the important activities being undertaken by 
ISRT.
To wrap up, I am truly excited to be the first 
editor of the ISRTAA E-Newsletter. I hope you 
will enjoy reading it as much I enjoyed editing 
it and  I encourage you to share your ideas on 
how it can be improved by writing to 
isrtaa2018@gmail.com. Finally, I thank the 
members of the Newsletter Committee for 
their excellent teamwork and dedication.
Tamanna Howlader
Professor, ISRT

MESSAGES



ISRTAA LAUNCHES ITS OFFICIAL 
WEBSITE
ISRTAA has launched its official website 
(https//:www.isrtalumni.org) on January 1, 
2019. The website will support ISRTAA’s 
mission to create an engaged and 
supportive alumni network. The page 
contains ISRTAA’s constitution and 
mission, information about the 
management committee as well as 
membership information such as the full 
database of the life members and 
instructions on how to become a life 
member online. In addition, it provides 
information on past activities, news on 
upcoming events and a photo gallery. To 
foster greater communication among 
the alumni members, the website also 
provides integrated social media 
buttons for Facebook, Twitter, and 
LinkedIn. The site is being maintained by 
Dr. Md. Hasinur Rahaman Khan, who 

has played a prominent role in making 
the site live and ensuring its smooth 
administration. Alumni members are 
encouraged to visit the site and provide 
their comments at www.isrtalumni.org.
  ISRTAA wishes to express its gratitude to 
Dr Enayetur Raheem, an alumni 
member of first batch of Applied Statis-
tics and currently a data scientist in the 
USA, for donating the domain for 
ISRTAA. The association is also thankful 
to Dr. M. Sekander Hayat Khan, ISRT for 
bearing the initial cost of designing the 
site. Special thanks also goes to ISRT for 
sharing the hosting of the alumni web-
site. 

CALL FOR CONTRIBUTIONS TO 
THE GENERAL SCHOLARSHIP 
FUND
One of the prime goals of ISRTAA is to 
support the development of ISRT and its 
current students. The Board of Trustees 
has therefore decided to create a Gener-
al Scholarship Fund (GSF) with dona-
tions from the alumni and non-alumni. 
The fund will be used to finance the 
ISRTAA Scholarship and ISRTAA Student 
Award. The ISRTAA scholarships will be 
presented to meritorious students from 
among the undergraduate cohort with 
financial need. The ISRTAA Student 
Award will be presented to the best 
performing student in the M.Sc. 
program in Applied Statistics. 

ISRTAA therefore invites grants of any 
amount from the alumni to form the 
GSF. The association aspires to collect 7 
lakhs by 2019 and 10 lakhs in total by 
2020 to initiate and maintain the schol-
arship and award programs. Donations 
from individuals not belonging to 
ISRTAA will also be highly appreciated. 
Alumni members are strongly encour-
aged to reach out to organizations that 
may be willing to contribute to the 
education sector. If required, members 
may request ISRTAA for documentation 
on how endowments from such organi-
zations will make positive changes to the 
lives of young applied statisticians. Let 
us try our level best to raise the fund 
and make the ISRTAA Scholarship and 
ISRTAA Award a reality. 

ISRTAA MEMBERS GET TOGETH-
ER FOR IFTAR 

ISRT Alumni Association (ISRTAA) held 
its second iftar get together on Friday, 
May 17 2019 at the CARS Cafeteria, 
University of Dhaka. The first one was 
held at the same place in the month of 
Ramadan last year. The program was 
attended by alumni and their family 
members. It was an opportunity for the 
alumni members to enjoy iftar in the 
company of not just their friends but 
their educators as well. Before the start 
of the iftar, the usually quiet ISRT 
campus came alive with the arrival of 
alumni members as they exchanged 
greetings and took some time to ‘catch 
up’ with old acquaintances. The 
programme for the evening featured 
speeches by Professor M. Sekander 
Hayat Khan, Chairperson of the alumni 
Board of Trustee, the ISRTAA President, 
who talked about future goals of the 
society and the Secretary who empha-
sized the need for such events to unite 
alumni members. The atmosphere was 
nostalgic with speeches from the alumni 
members. Special life membership fee 
of BDT 1700 was offered to the gradu-
ates of Applied Statistics from batches 
19, 20 and 21 only during the Iftar 
program and some of the graduates 
seized this opportunity. 

ISRTAA REUNION: HONORING 
THE PAST AND CELEBRATING THE 
FUTURE
The first-ever reunion of ISRT Alumni Asso-
ciation (ISRTAA), which took place on 27 
January 2018, was a spectacular event on 
a wonderful Saturday. The day-long event 
was held at the ISRT premises. The ISRTAA 
officially started its journey from this first 
reunion day. Several hundreds of alumni 
attended the event as they embraced the 
chance to return to campus and meet 
their old friends and peers. The day was 
full of opportunities for alumni to recon-
nect, meet with senior and junior alumni 
as well as faculty members and enjoy each 
other’s company.
The Vice-Chancellor of the University of 
Dhaka, Professor Dr. Md. Akhtaruzzaman, 
inaugurated the day’s program as the chief 
guest. The welcome speech was delivered 

by ISRT Director Professor Dr. Md. Israt 
Rayhan. The audience was then addressed 
by Professor Dr. M. Sekander Hayat Khan, 
Associate Professor Dr. Md. Hasinur Raha-
man Khan and senior alumni Mr Jamal 
Mohammed Abu Naser. This was followed 
by the historic unveiling of the ISRTAA logo 
by the honourable VC of the University of 
Dhaka. Later, a colorful procession was 
brought out from the ISRT premises led by 
the VC that paraded the main streets of 
the campus.
Afterwards, the alumni flocked back to 
ISRT for mini-reunions planned by class-
mates to celebrate friendships formed 
while studying there. Bear hugs, back 
slaps, and exclamatory moments of recog-
nition give testimony to the wonderful 
relationships among the alumni. Addition-
ally, they enjoyed different sports and a 
fabulous cultural program, which included 
solo and group music, a comedy play, 
dances and a magic show. The alumni 
were treated with gourmet luncheon and 
delicious morning and evening snacks. The 
program ended with an electrifying 
performance by an underground rock 
band. Music enthusiasts enjoyed the local 
and international cover songs performed 
by the band.
The event was a great success as it brought 
together alumni members of different 
years and helped to rekindle the love they 
share for their alma mater.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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NEWS ROOM

SMALL IN SIZE BUT LOUD IN 
VOICE
Pk. Md. Motiur Rahman
Honorary Professor, ISRT
University of Dhaka

The Institute of Statistical Research and 
Training (ISRT) was started in July 1964 
under the leadership of Professor Qazi 
Motahar Husain. ISRT is engaged in 
statistical teaching, research and other 
scholarly activities but it is small in 
terms of size or structure and other 
physical facilities. Despite the limita-
tions of physical facilities, it has 
achieved academic excellence and quali-
ty education. Many graduates of ISRT 
are doing statistical work with great 
devotion in different Government and 
non-government organizations such as 
administrative services, Planning Com-
mission, Bangladesh Bank, other sched-
ule banks, Bangladesh Bureau of Statis-
tics, insurance companies, ICDDR,B, 
public and private universities etc. Many 
teachers and students of ISRT are 
attending international conferences and 
many of them have received interna-
tional awards for their scholarly 
research work and for being the best 
speaker in such conferences. Many 
graduates of ISRT have obtained Ph.D 
degrees from the leading universities of 
USA, Canada, U.K and Australia. Every 
year 3 to 4 ISRT graduates are going 
abroad for higher education. After 
receiving higher degrees leading to 
Ph.D, they are serving in ISRT and some 
are serving as faculty members in differ-
ent universities of USA, Canada, U.K and 
Australia and they are the ‘Loud Voice’ 
of ISRT and flag bearer of the country. 

BIRTH OF ISRTAA
Md. Hasinur Rahaman Khan
Associate Professor, ISRT

With the view of setting up an alumni 
association of graduates in Applied 
Statistics from ISRT, an online group was 
first created in 2005 with the initiatives 
from ex-students of Applied Statistics. 
This group served as a common, virtual 
platform for the graduates till 2009. On 
04 July 2009, an ad-hoc convening com-
mittee was formed in order to under-
take the preliminary activities to estab-
lish the official alumni association in 
ISRT. The convening committee was 
formed with Prof. Dr. M Sekander Hayat 
Khan as Chair and many ex-students of 
Applied Statistics as members. On July 
14, 2009 Karar Zunaid Ahsan, on behalf 
of the committee, sent the first draft of 

the constitution to alumni google-group 
for feedback. Many comments and 
suggestions on the constitution and its 
name were received. The name was 
proposed as “Applied Statistics Alumni 
Association (ASAA)” and this was agreed 
to by almost all members of the group. It 
was decided that Dr. Israt Rayhan’s 
office in ISRT would be used as the 
Alumni Relations Office on a temporary 
basis. In mid  2010, Dr. Enayetur Raheem 
created alumni Facebook group and 
proposed a website and domain as 
www.alumni.isrt.ac.bd.  By the end of 
2010 the draft of the constitution got 
significant improvement through the 
feedback of senior faculty members of 
ISRT and some ex-students of Applied 
Statistics. A membership form and 
receipt were designed and life 
membership fee was fixed as BDT 2000.

Despite the significant progress on the 
formation of the alumni during 
2009-2012, on 18 May 2013, an ad-hoc 
committee was formed to boost up all 
activities including forming effective 
batch representatives, finalizing the 
alumni constitution, registering the 
alumni association and officially forming 
the association. The ad-hoc committee 
was comprised of the following persons: 
Dr. Hasinur Rahaman Khan (Chair), Dr. 
Enayetur Raheem and Kamrul Hasan 
Kochi (Co-Chairs), Karar Zunaid Ashen 
(Secretary), Ashraful Islam Khokon 
(Communication Secretary), and Nabil 
Awan (Joint Secretary). A three-member 
sub-committee (Karar Zunaid Ahsan, 
Nabil Awan, Ashraful Islam Khokon) was 
also formed to fine tune the constitution 

and the committee finalized the draft for 
the alumni association which was given 
the initial name “Applied Statistics 

Alumni Association (ASAA)”. The prog-
ress under the ad-hoc committee got a 
new dimension. Since May 2013, the 
committee had been continuously 
arranging batch representative meet-
ings, annual alumni iftar event, motivat-
ing the graduates, finalizing member-
ship form and receipt, and collecting 
alumni life members that grew to 36 till 
June 2017.  

On 10 June 2017, the ad-hoc committee 
along with the present ISRT Director 
Prof. Dr. Israt Rayhan organized an 
alumni iftar event where it was decided 
that on 18 July 2017, the existing ad-hoc 
committee would be revised to expedite 
the process of finalizing the ISRTAA 
constitution and forming the alumni 
association. The ad-hoc committee 
Chair Dr. Hasinur Rahaman Khan and 
ISRT Director were instrumental to 
change the name of the association to 
ISRT Alumni Association (ISRTAA) from 
the Applied Statistics Alumni Associa-
tion (ASAA). Both motivated all the 
Applied Statistics graduates who were 
present in the iftar event.  Later, on 18 
July 2017, the ad-hoc committee was 
revised. The committee was comprised 
of the following persons: Dr. Hasinur 
Rahaman Khan (Convener), Ashraful 
Islam Khokon (Joint Convener-1), 
Shofiqul Islam (Joint Convener-2) and 18 
members. Also, a new eight-member 
sub-committee led by Dr. Hasinur Raha-
man Khan was also formed on the same 
day to revise and finalize the initial draft 
of the constitution of the alumni associ-
ation under alumni’s proposed name 
“Institute of Statistical Research and 

Training Alumni Association (ISRTAA)”. 
The sub-committee finalized the consti-
tution over dozen meetings in quick 

time. It was decided on the batch represen-
tative meeting held on 11 November 2017 
that 11 new batch representatives of M. 
Stat and M. Demography would be added 
to the existing ad-hoc committee to orga-
nize the first ever reunion of ISRTAA and to 
announce formally the formation of the 
ISRTAA. By the first week of January 2018, 
the number of life members went up to 
238.

ISRT and the new ad-hoc committee jointly 
decided to organize the first ever reunion of 
ISRTAA on January 27, 2018. On January 27, 
2018 a general meeting and reunion of the 
ISRT graduates under ISRTAA banner was 
organized in which Prof. Dr. M. Sekander 
Hayat Khan presided over the meeting and 
the Honorable Vice Chancellor, University 
of Dhaka formally announced the formation 
of ISRTAA as Chief Guest. The ISRT Director 
Prof. Dr. Israt Rayhan and the above ad-hoc 
committee played the key role to organize 
such an event. After discussions with the 
alumni members and with full consensus, 
two formal committees were formed: the 
Board of Trustees (BOT) and the Executive 
Committee (EC). Members of these two 
committees shall be treated as founding 
members. The BOT comprised of 9 mem-
bers-- Professor Dr. M. Sekander Hayat 
Khan (Chair), Professor Dr. Pk. Md. Motiur 
Rahman (Vice Chair), Dr. Md. Hasinur Raha-
man Khan (Member Secretary as EC Presi-
dent), Professor Dr. Israt Rayhan (member 
as Director of ISRT), Professor Dr. Syed 
Shahadat Hossain (member as nominee of 
ISRT Academic Committee), Professor Dr. 
Amir Hossain (member as nominee of ISRT 
Academic Committee), Mr. Abu Yusuf 
Chowdhury (member), Mr. Jamal Moham-
med Abu Naser (member), Dr. Mohammad 
Sohrab Uddin (member). The EC comprised 
of Dr. Md. Hasinur Rahaman Khan (Presi-
dent), Mr. Iqbal Ahammed (Vice Presi-
dent-I), Mr. Md. Mustafa Kamal (Vice Presi-
dent-II), Md. Ashraful Islam Khokon (Secre-
tary), Mr. Md. Masud Reza (Joint Secre-
tary-I), Mr. Sajal Kanti Howlader (Joint 
Secretary-II), Dr. Iftakhar Alam (Treasurer), 
Mr. Md. Azad Uddin (Cultural Affairs Secre-
tary), Mr. Anaet Shawon (Communication 
Secretary). The members are Professor 
Rejuan Hossain Bhuiyan, Mr. Mohammad 
Ahsanul Alam, Mr. Md. Shaheen Howlader, 
Professor Dr. Tamanna Howlader, Mr. 
Mohammed Tofazzal Hossain, Mr. Md. 
Mahbubul Haque, Mr. Md. Shofiqul Islam, 
Mr. Md. Nahid Ul Hasan, Mr. SM Alimanzir 
Pallab, Mr. Tanvir Khan, Mr. Rashedul 
Hoque, Mr. Md. Hasan Tajrian, Mr. Anindya 
Dev and Mr. Md. Mazharul Islam. In addi-
tion to the above two committees, there is 
a Finance Committee of 5 members headed 
by ISRT Director, Prof. Dr. Israt Rayhan. 
Details are available at

https://www.isrtalumni.org/management

MY EXPECTATIONS FROM ISRTAA
Karar Zunaid Ahsan
Doctoral student, Gillings School of Global Public Health, The University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill, NC, USA.

I congratulate the faculties, students, staff and the alumni association of ISRT on 
launching of the ISRTAA Newsletter. I would like to take this opportunity to briefly 
share my expectations from the alumni association and, more importantly, what 
ISRTAA can do about it. 
From networking to career advisory to mentoring—there are many reasons for 
establishing an alumni association for an academic institute. Encouraged by the 
successful launching of ISRTAA in January 2018, I put forward the following for kind 
consideration of the EC and the BOT of our newly-formed alumni association:

Spread the word (with attention to details) 
ISRTAA provides a unique opportunity to boost our academic program’s profile and 
highlight new courses/initiatives. It also acts as the platform for networking 
between the past and present graduates. While the homepage of ISRT’s official 
website is up to date, pages for people (www.isrt.ac.bd/people) and alumni 
(www.isrt.ac.bd/category/alumni) require regular updates and redesigning. For 
example, only a working email address may be sufficient as the mode of contact and 
“View profile” button can only be available for the persons who have a profile 
created.
 
Share the vision
The constitution of ISRTAA articulates the vision, mission and goals of the alumni 
association. I believe it would be useful for all of us to learn how the alumni 
association plans to materialize its objectives. ISRTAA Newsletter can regularly 
publish short interviews of one or two EC/BOT members in each issue where they 
will have the opportunity to share their vision with the alumni.
 
Engage new graduates
For an institution that started in 1964, it is expected that the alumni committee will 
be inclusive and have a focus on ‘rekindling old flames’ by engaging graduates of the 
earlier decades. In order to build a 21st century alumni engagement organization, 
ISRTAA may want to focus on turning the recent graduates into active alumni— a 
graduate who is working in a professional field for some years would be a 
remarkable mentor for the current students or fresh graduates because of the 
common saying: there isn't any better short-term career advice you can get than 
from someone who is in the job you're looking for. ISRTAA may actively encourage 
young graduates to take part in the alumni committee or even tailor specific alumni 
activities to their needs to increase their participation.

Iftar and get together 2018
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ALUMNI VOICES

SMALL IN SIZE BUT LOUD IN 
VOICE
Pk. Md. Motiur Rahman
Honorary Professor, ISRT
University of Dhaka

The Institute of Statistical Research and 
Training (ISRT) was started in July 1964 
under the leadership of Professor Qazi 
Motahar Husain. ISRT is engaged in 
statistical teaching, research and other 
scholarly activities but it is small in 
terms of size or structure and other 
physical facilities. Despite the limita-
tions of physical facilities, it has 
achieved academic excellence and quali-
ty education. Many graduates of ISRT 
are doing statistical work with great 
devotion in different Government and 
non-government organizations such as 
administrative services, Planning Com-
mission, Bangladesh Bank, other sched-
ule banks, Bangladesh Bureau of Statis-
tics, insurance companies, ICDDR,B, 
public and private universities etc. Many 
teachers and students of ISRT are 
attending international conferences and 
many of them have received interna-
tional awards for their scholarly 
research work and for being the best 
speaker in such conferences. Many 
graduates of ISRT have obtained Ph.D 
degrees from the leading universities of 
USA, Canada, U.K and Australia. Every 
year 3 to 4 ISRT graduates are going 
abroad for higher education. After 
receiving higher degrees leading to 
Ph.D, they are serving in ISRT and some 
are serving as faculty members in differ-
ent universities of USA, Canada, U.K and 
Australia and they are the ‘Loud Voice’ 
of ISRT and flag bearer of the country. 

BIRTH OF ISRTAA
Md. Hasinur Rahaman Khan
Associate Professor, ISRT

With the view of setting up an alumni 
association of graduates in Applied 
Statistics from ISRT, an online group was 
first created in 2005 with the initiatives 
from ex-students of Applied Statistics. 
This group served as a common, virtual 
platform for the graduates till 2009. On 
04 July 2009, an ad-hoc convening com-
mittee was formed in order to under-
take the preliminary activities to estab-
lish the official alumni association in 
ISRT. The convening committee was 
formed with Prof. Dr. M Sekander Hayat 
Khan as Chair and many ex-students of 
Applied Statistics as members. On July 
14, 2009 Karar Zunaid Ahsan, on behalf 
of the committee, sent the first draft of 

the constitution to alumni google-group 
for feedback. Many comments and 
suggestions on the constitution and its 
name were received. The name was 
proposed as “Applied Statistics Alumni 
Association (ASAA)” and this was agreed 
to by almost all members of the group. It 
was decided that Dr. Israt Rayhan’s 
office in ISRT would be used as the 
Alumni Relations Office on a temporary 
basis. In mid  2010, Dr. Enayetur Raheem 
created alumni Facebook group and 
proposed a website and domain as 
www.alumni.isrt.ac.bd.  By the end of 
2010 the draft of the constitution got 
significant improvement through the 
feedback of senior faculty members of 
ISRT and some ex-students of Applied 
Statistics. A membership form and 
receipt were designed and life 
membership fee was fixed as BDT 2000.

Despite the significant progress on the 
formation of the alumni during 
2009-2012, on 18 May 2013, an ad-hoc 
committee was formed to boost up all 
activities including forming effective 
batch representatives, finalizing the 
alumni constitution, registering the 
alumni association and officially forming 
the association. The ad-hoc committee 
was comprised of the following persons: 
Dr. Hasinur Rahaman Khan (Chair), Dr. 
Enayetur Raheem and Kamrul Hasan 
Kochi (Co-Chairs), Karar Zunaid Ashen 
(Secretary), Ashraful Islam Khokon 
(Communication Secretary), and Nabil 
Awan (Joint Secretary). A three-member 
sub-committee (Karar Zunaid Ahsan, 
Nabil Awan, Ashraful Islam Khokon) was 
also formed to fine tune the constitution 

and the committee finalized the draft for 
the alumni association which was given 
the initial name “Applied Statistics 

Alumni Association (ASAA)”. The prog-
ress under the ad-hoc committee got a 
new dimension. Since May 2013, the 
committee had been continuously 
arranging batch representative meet-
ings, annual alumni iftar event, motivat-
ing the graduates, finalizing member-
ship form and receipt, and collecting 
alumni life members that grew to 36 till 
June 2017.  

On 10 June 2017, the ad-hoc committee 
along with the present ISRT Director 
Prof. Dr. Israt Rayhan organized an 
alumni iftar event where it was decided 
that on 18 July 2017, the existing ad-hoc 
committee would be revised to expedite 
the process of finalizing the ISRTAA 
constitution and forming the alumni 
association. The ad-hoc committee 
Chair Dr. Hasinur Rahaman Khan and 
ISRT Director were instrumental to 
change the name of the association to 
ISRT Alumni Association (ISRTAA) from 
the Applied Statistics Alumni Associa-
tion (ASAA). Both motivated all the 
Applied Statistics graduates who were 
present in the iftar event.  Later, on 18 
July 2017, the ad-hoc committee was 
revised. The committee was comprised 
of the following persons: Dr. Hasinur 
Rahaman Khan (Convener), Ashraful 
Islam Khokon (Joint Convener-1), 
Shofiqul Islam (Joint Convener-2) and 18 
members. Also, a new eight-member 
sub-committee led by Dr. Hasinur Raha-
man Khan was also formed on the same 
day to revise and finalize the initial draft 
of the constitution of the alumni associ-
ation under alumni’s proposed name 
“Institute of Statistical Research and 

Training Alumni Association (ISRTAA)”. 
The sub-committee finalized the consti-
tution over dozen meetings in quick 

time. It was decided on the batch represen-
tative meeting held on 11 November 2017 
that 11 new batch representatives of M. 
Stat and M. Demography would be added 
to the existing ad-hoc committee to orga-
nize the first ever reunion of ISRTAA and to 
announce formally the formation of the 
ISRTAA. By the first week of January 2018, 
the number of life members went up to 
238.

ISRT and the new ad-hoc committee jointly 
decided to organize the first ever reunion of 
ISRTAA on January 27, 2018. On January 27, 
2018 a general meeting and reunion of the 
ISRT graduates under ISRTAA banner was 
organized in which Prof. Dr. M. Sekander 
Hayat Khan presided over the meeting and 
the Honorable Vice Chancellor, University 
of Dhaka formally announced the formation 
of ISRTAA as Chief Guest. The ISRT Director 
Prof. Dr. Israt Rayhan and the above ad-hoc 
committee played the key role to organize 
such an event. After discussions with the 
alumni members and with full consensus, 
two formal committees were formed: the 
Board of Trustees (BOT) and the Executive 
Committee (EC). Members of these two 
committees shall be treated as founding 
members. The BOT comprised of 9 mem-
bers-- Professor Dr. M. Sekander Hayat 
Khan (Chair), Professor Dr. Pk. Md. Motiur 
Rahman (Vice Chair), Dr. Md. Hasinur Raha-
man Khan (Member Secretary as EC Presi-
dent), Professor Dr. Israt Rayhan (member 
as Director of ISRT), Professor Dr. Syed 
Shahadat Hossain (member as nominee of 
ISRT Academic Committee), Professor Dr. 
Amir Hossain (member as nominee of ISRT 
Academic Committee), Mr. Abu Yusuf 
Chowdhury (member), Mr. Jamal Moham-
med Abu Naser (member), Dr. Mohammad 
Sohrab Uddin (member). The EC comprised 
of Dr. Md. Hasinur Rahaman Khan (Presi-
dent), Mr. Iqbal Ahammed (Vice Presi-
dent-I), Mr. Md. Mustafa Kamal (Vice Presi-
dent-II), Md. Ashraful Islam Khokon (Secre-
tary), Mr. Md. Masud Reza (Joint Secre-
tary-I), Mr. Sajal Kanti Howlader (Joint 
Secretary-II), Dr. Iftakhar Alam (Treasurer), 
Mr. Md. Azad Uddin (Cultural Affairs Secre-
tary), Mr. Anaet Shawon (Communication 
Secretary). The members are Professor 
Rejuan Hossain Bhuiyan, Mr. Mohammad 
Ahsanul Alam, Mr. Md. Shaheen Howlader, 
Professor Dr. Tamanna Howlader, Mr. 
Mohammed Tofazzal Hossain, Mr. Md. 
Mahbubul Haque, Mr. Md. Shofiqul Islam, 
Mr. Md. Nahid Ul Hasan, Mr. SM Alimanzir 
Pallab, Mr. Tanvir Khan, Mr. Rashedul 
Hoque, Mr. Md. Hasan Tajrian, Mr. Anindya 
Dev and Mr. Md. Mazharul Islam. In addi-
tion to the above two committees, there is 
a Finance Committee of 5 members headed 
by ISRT Director, Prof. Dr. Israt Rayhan. 
Details are available at

https://www.isrtalumni.org/management

MY EXPECTATIONS FROM ISRTAA
Karar Zunaid Ahsan
Doctoral student, Gillings School of Global Public Health, The University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill, NC, USA.

I congratulate the faculties, students, staff and the alumni association of ISRT on 
launching of the ISRTAA Newsletter. I would like to take this opportunity to briefly 
share my expectations from the alumni association and, more importantly, what 
ISRTAA can do about it. 
From networking to career advisory to mentoring—there are many reasons for 
establishing an alumni association for an academic institute. Encouraged by the 
successful launching of ISRTAA in January 2018, I put forward the following for kind 
consideration of the EC and the BOT of our newly-formed alumni association:

Spread the word (with attention to details) 
ISRTAA provides a unique opportunity to boost our academic program’s profile and 
highlight new courses/initiatives. It also acts as the platform for networking 
between the past and present graduates. While the homepage of ISRT’s official 
website is up to date, pages for people (www.isrt.ac.bd/people) and alumni 
(www.isrt.ac.bd/category/alumni) require regular updates and redesigning. For 
example, only a working email address may be sufficient as the mode of contact and 
“View profile” button can only be available for the persons who have a profile 
created.
 
Share the vision
The constitution of ISRTAA articulates the vision, mission and goals of the alumni 
association. I believe it would be useful for all of us to learn how the alumni 
association plans to materialize its objectives. ISRTAA Newsletter can regularly 
publish short interviews of one or two EC/BOT members in each issue where they 
will have the opportunity to share their vision with the alumni.
 
Engage new graduates
For an institution that started in 1964, it is expected that the alumni committee will 
be inclusive and have a focus on ‘rekindling old flames’ by engaging graduates of the 
earlier decades. In order to build a 21st century alumni engagement organization, 
ISRTAA may want to focus on turning the recent graduates into active alumni— a 
graduate who is working in a professional field for some years would be a 
remarkable mentor for the current students or fresh graduates because of the 
common saying: there isn't any better short-term career advice you can get than 
from someone who is in the job you're looking for. ISRTAA may actively encourage 
young graduates to take part in the alumni committee or even tailor specific alumni 
activities to their needs to increase their participation.

Members of first BOT and EC on stage



International recognition
The following faculty members of ISRT received Travel Awards or Best Scientist 
Award at international conferences: Dr. M. Shafiqur Rahman and Nasrin Lipi 
(International Society for Clinical Biostatisticians (ISCB) Conference Fund for 
Developing Countries, ISCB Conference 2019, Belgium); Dr. M. Iftakhar Alam and Dr. 
Anower Hossain (World Bank Fund for Developing Countries, ISI World Statistics 
Congress (WSC) 2019, Malaysia) Dr. Mohammad Lutfor Rahman and  Jahida 
Gulshan (Asian Development Bank Fund for Developing Countries, ISI WSC 2019, 
Malaysia); Dr. Md. Hasinur Rahaman Khan (IBC 2018 Travel Award Fund, 
International Biometric Conference (IBC) 2018, Spain); Dr. Anower Hossain 
(Conference Awards for Scientists (CASc); ISCB Conference 2018; Australia)

The following students of ISRT have been selected to receive Travel Awards and 
Best Scientist Award to attend international conferences: Afsana Mimi of 19th batch 
(Conference Award for Scientists (CASc); ISCB Conference 2019; Belgium); Tasneem 
Fatima Alam, Sorif Hossain, Nasim Saba Nishat, Kazi Farhat Tabassum and 
Rezoanoor Rahman of 20th batch (ISCB Conference Fund for Developing Countries, 
ISCB Conference 2019, Belgium).

ALUMNI ACHIEVEMENTS

SMALL IN SIZE BUT LOUD IN 
VOICE
Pk. Md. Motiur Rahman
Honorary Professor, ISRT
University of Dhaka

The Institute of Statistical Research and 
Training (ISRT) was started in July 1964 
under the leadership of Professor Qazi 
Motahar Husain. ISRT is engaged in 
statistical teaching, research and other 
scholarly activities but it is small in 
terms of size or structure and other 
physical facilities. Despite the limita-
tions of physical facilities, it has 
achieved academic excellence and quali-
ty education. Many graduates of ISRT 
are doing statistical work with great 
devotion in different Government and 
non-government organizations such as 
administrative services, Planning Com-
mission, Bangladesh Bank, other sched-
ule banks, Bangladesh Bureau of Statis-
tics, insurance companies, ICDDR,B, 
public and private universities etc. Many 
teachers and students of ISRT are 
attending international conferences and 
many of them have received interna-
tional awards for their scholarly 
research work and for being the best 
speaker in such conferences. Many 
graduates of ISRT have obtained Ph.D 
degrees from the leading universities of 
USA, Canada, U.K and Australia. Every 
year 3 to 4 ISRT graduates are going 
abroad for higher education. After 
receiving higher degrees leading to 
Ph.D, they are serving in ISRT and some 
are serving as faculty members in differ-
ent universities of USA, Canada, U.K and 
Australia and they are the ‘Loud Voice’ 
of ISRT and flag bearer of the country. 

BIRTH OF ISRTAA
Md. Hasinur Rahaman Khan
Associate Professor, ISRT

With the view of setting up an alumni 
association of graduates in Applied 
Statistics from ISRT, an online group was 
first created in 2005 with the initiatives 
from ex-students of Applied Statistics. 
This group served as a common, virtual 
platform for the graduates till 2009. On 
04 July 2009, an ad-hoc convening com-
mittee was formed in order to under-
take the preliminary activities to estab-
lish the official alumni association in 
ISRT. The convening committee was 
formed with Prof. Dr. M Sekander Hayat 
Khan as Chair and many ex-students of 
Applied Statistics as members. On July 
14, 2009 Karar Zunaid Ahsan, on behalf 
of the committee, sent the first draft of 

the constitution to alumni google-group 
for feedback. Many comments and 
suggestions on the constitution and its 
name were received. The name was 
proposed as “Applied Statistics Alumni 
Association (ASAA)” and this was agreed 
to by almost all members of the group. It 
was decided that Dr. Israt Rayhan’s 
office in ISRT would be used as the 
Alumni Relations Office on a temporary 
basis. In mid  2010, Dr. Enayetur Raheem 
created alumni Facebook group and 
proposed a website and domain as 
www.alumni.isrt.ac.bd.  By the end of 
2010 the draft of the constitution got 
significant improvement through the 
feedback of senior faculty members of 
ISRT and some ex-students of Applied 
Statistics. A membership form and 
receipt were designed and life 
membership fee was fixed as BDT 2000.

Despite the significant progress on the 
formation of the alumni during 
2009-2012, on 18 May 2013, an ad-hoc 
committee was formed to boost up all 
activities including forming effective 
batch representatives, finalizing the 
alumni constitution, registering the 
alumni association and officially forming 
the association. The ad-hoc committee 
was comprised of the following persons: 
Dr. Hasinur Rahaman Khan (Chair), Dr. 
Enayetur Raheem and Kamrul Hasan 
Kochi (Co-Chairs), Karar Zunaid Ashen 
(Secretary), Ashraful Islam Khokon 
(Communication Secretary), and Nabil 
Awan (Joint Secretary). A three-member 
sub-committee (Karar Zunaid Ahsan, 
Nabil Awan, Ashraful Islam Khokon) was 
also formed to fine tune the constitution 

and the committee finalized the draft for 
the alumni association which was given 
the initial name “Applied Statistics 

Alumni Association (ASAA)”. The prog-
ress under the ad-hoc committee got a 
new dimension. Since May 2013, the 
committee had been continuously 
arranging batch representative meet-
ings, annual alumni iftar event, motivat-
ing the graduates, finalizing member-
ship form and receipt, and collecting 
alumni life members that grew to 36 till 
June 2017.  

On 10 June 2017, the ad-hoc committee 
along with the present ISRT Director 
Prof. Dr. Israt Rayhan organized an 
alumni iftar event where it was decided 
that on 18 July 2017, the existing ad-hoc 
committee would be revised to expedite 
the process of finalizing the ISRTAA 
constitution and forming the alumni 
association. The ad-hoc committee 
Chair Dr. Hasinur Rahaman Khan and 
ISRT Director were instrumental to 
change the name of the association to 
ISRT Alumni Association (ISRTAA) from 
the Applied Statistics Alumni Associa-
tion (ASAA). Both motivated all the 
Applied Statistics graduates who were 
present in the iftar event.  Later, on 18 
July 2017, the ad-hoc committee was 
revised. The committee was comprised 
of the following persons: Dr. Hasinur 
Rahaman Khan (Convener), Ashraful 
Islam Khokon (Joint Convener-1), 
Shofiqul Islam (Joint Convener-2) and 18 
members. Also, a new eight-member 
sub-committee led by Dr. Hasinur Raha-
man Khan was also formed on the same 
day to revise and finalize the initial draft 
of the constitution of the alumni associ-
ation under alumni’s proposed name 
“Institute of Statistical Research and 

Training Alumni Association (ISRTAA)”. 
The sub-committee finalized the consti-
tution over dozen meetings in quick 

time. It was decided on the batch represen-
tative meeting held on 11 November 2017 
that 11 new batch representatives of M. 
Stat and M. Demography would be added 
to the existing ad-hoc committee to orga-
nize the first ever reunion of ISRTAA and to 
announce formally the formation of the 
ISRTAA. By the first week of January 2018, 
the number of life members went up to 
238.

ISRT and the new ad-hoc committee jointly 
decided to organize the first ever reunion of 
ISRTAA on January 27, 2018. On January 27, 
2018 a general meeting and reunion of the 
ISRT graduates under ISRTAA banner was 
organized in which Prof. Dr. M. Sekander 
Hayat Khan presided over the meeting and 
the Honorable Vice Chancellor, University 
of Dhaka formally announced the formation 
of ISRTAA as Chief Guest. The ISRT Director 
Prof. Dr. Israt Rayhan and the above ad-hoc 
committee played the key role to organize 
such an event. After discussions with the 
alumni members and with full consensus, 
two formal committees were formed: the 
Board of Trustees (BOT) and the Executive 
Committee (EC). Members of these two 
committees shall be treated as founding 
members. The BOT comprised of 9 mem-
bers-- Professor Dr. M. Sekander Hayat 
Khan (Chair), Professor Dr. Pk. Md. Motiur 
Rahman (Vice Chair), Dr. Md. Hasinur Raha-
man Khan (Member Secretary as EC Presi-
dent), Professor Dr. Israt Rayhan (member 
as Director of ISRT), Professor Dr. Syed 
Shahadat Hossain (member as nominee of 
ISRT Academic Committee), Professor Dr. 
Amir Hossain (member as nominee of ISRT 
Academic Committee), Mr. Abu Yusuf 
Chowdhury (member), Mr. Jamal Moham-
med Abu Naser (member), Dr. Mohammad 
Sohrab Uddin (member). The EC comprised 
of Dr. Md. Hasinur Rahaman Khan (Presi-
dent), Mr. Iqbal Ahammed (Vice Presi-
dent-I), Mr. Md. Mustafa Kamal (Vice Presi-
dent-II), Md. Ashraful Islam Khokon (Secre-
tary), Mr. Md. Masud Reza (Joint Secre-
tary-I), Mr. Sajal Kanti Howlader (Joint 
Secretary-II), Dr. Iftakhar Alam (Treasurer), 
Mr. Md. Azad Uddin (Cultural Affairs Secre-
tary), Mr. Anaet Shawon (Communication 
Secretary). The members are Professor 
Rejuan Hossain Bhuiyan, Mr. Mohammad 
Ahsanul Alam, Mr. Md. Shaheen Howlader, 
Professor Dr. Tamanna Howlader, Mr. 
Mohammed Tofazzal Hossain, Mr. Md. 
Mahbubul Haque, Mr. Md. Shofiqul Islam, 
Mr. Md. Nahid Ul Hasan, Mr. SM Alimanzir 
Pallab, Mr. Tanvir Khan, Mr. Rashedul 
Hoque, Mr. Md. Hasan Tajrian, Mr. Anindya 
Dev and Mr. Md. Mazharul Islam. In addi-
tion to the above two committees, there is 
a Finance Committee of 5 members headed 
by ISRT Director, Prof. Dr. Israt Rayhan. 
Details are available at

https://www.isrtalumni.org/management

MY EXPECTATIONS FROM ISRTAA
Karar Zunaid Ahsan
Doctoral student, Gillings School of Global Public Health, The University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill, NC, USA.

I congratulate the faculties, students, staff and the alumni association of ISRT on 
launching of the ISRTAA Newsletter. I would like to take this opportunity to briefly 
share my expectations from the alumni association and, more importantly, what 
ISRTAA can do about it. 
From networking to career advisory to mentoring—there are many reasons for 
establishing an alumni association for an academic institute. Encouraged by the 
successful launching of ISRTAA in January 2018, I put forward the following for kind 
consideration of the EC and the BOT of our newly-formed alumni association:

Spread the word (with attention to details) 
ISRTAA provides a unique opportunity to boost our academic program’s profile and 
highlight new courses/initiatives. It also acts as the platform for networking 
between the past and present graduates. While the homepage of ISRT’s official 
website is up to date, pages for people (www.isrt.ac.bd/people) and alumni 
(www.isrt.ac.bd/category/alumni) require regular updates and redesigning. For 
example, only a working email address may be sufficient as the mode of contact and 
“View profile” button can only be available for the persons who have a profile 
created.
 
Share the vision
The constitution of ISRTAA articulates the vision, mission and goals of the alumni 
association. I believe it would be useful for all of us to learn how the alumni 
association plans to materialize its objectives. ISRTAA Newsletter can regularly 
publish short interviews of one or two EC/BOT members in each issue where they 
will have the opportunity to share their vision with the alumni.
 
Engage new graduates
For an institution that started in 1964, it is expected that the alumni committee will 
be inclusive and have a focus on ‘rekindling old flames’ by engaging graduates of the 
earlier decades. In order to build a 21st century alumni engagement organization, 
ISRTAA may want to focus on turning the recent graduates into active alumni— a 
graduate who is working in a professional field for some years would be a 
remarkable mentor for the current students or fresh graduates because of the 
common saying: there isn't any better short-term career advice you can get than 
from someone who is in the job you're looking for. ISRTAA may actively encourage 
young graduates to take part in the alumni committee or even tailor specific alumni 
activities to their needs to increase their participation.
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Dr. Md. Hasinur Rahaman Khan, Associate Professor, ISRT was 
invited as Keynote Speaker at the 2018 International 
Symposium on Big Data and Applied Statistics held in 
Guangzhou, China during November 2-4, 2018.

Dr. Tamanna Howlader was selected as the International 
Statistical Institute Young Ambassador to the International 
Biometric Conference held in Barcelona, Spain in 2018.

National achievements
The following faculty members of ISRT received the Dean’s 
Award from the Faculty of Science, University of Dhaka in 2019: 
Nasrin Lipi, Noor Jahan Akter,  Md. Mynul Islam, Rownak 
Jahan Tamanna, Dr. M. Shafiqur Rahman, Dr. Tamanna 
Howlader Dr. Md. Anower Hossain and Mr. Nabil Awan. 
The following students of ISRT received the Dean’s Award from 
the Faculty of Science, University of Dhaka in January 2019: 
Ashfia Tasnim Munia, Avizit Chandra Adhikary and Momenul 
Haque Mondol of batch 18; Tasneem Fatima Alam, Nowrin 
Nusrat, Ema Akter, Sorif Hossain, Kazy Farhat Tabassum and 
Md. Nasim Saba Nishat of batch 20. 

Tasnim Ara and Tasneem Fatima Alam received the ISRT 
Golden Jubilee Gold Medal Award for 2019 and 2018, 
respectively.

The following students received awards from the Qazi Motahar 
Husain Foundation in 2019: Tasnim Ara for being the first in 
Honors in 2018; Tasneem Fatima Alam, Ema Akter, Sorif 
Hossain for being the first in Masters in 2018. Two ISRT 
students, K.M Tanvir and Priom Saha (3rd year) also got 
awarded for their essays.

Avizit Adhikary of batch 18 won a data science competition 
called Datathon organized in 2019 by Robi Axiata Ltd. in which 
more than 600 candidates registered. His team called “Team 

Spark” had received the highest score among all 21 teams. The 
Datathon committee has certified Avizit and his team as the 
“Outstanding Performer” in the competition while the CEO of 
Robi also congratulated “Team Spark” personally.

Mr. Masud Reza was selected as one of the outstanding staff 
members at the Infectious Disease Division (IDD), icddr,b during 
2018 for being a successful Principal Investigator (PI) in 

conducting HIV serological and behavioural surveillance survey 
among key populations who are at risk of HIV in Bangladesh.
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SMALL IN SIZE BUT LOUD IN 
VOICE
Pk. Md. Motiur Rahman
Honorary Professor, ISRT
University of Dhaka

The Institute of Statistical Research and 
Training (ISRT) was started in July 1964 
under the leadership of Professor Qazi 
Motahar Husain. ISRT is engaged in 
statistical teaching, research and other 
scholarly activities but it is small in 
terms of size or structure and other 
physical facilities. Despite the limita-
tions of physical facilities, it has 
achieved academic excellence and quali-
ty education. Many graduates of ISRT 
are doing statistical work with great 
devotion in different Government and 
non-government organizations such as 
administrative services, Planning Com-
mission, Bangladesh Bank, other sched-
ule banks, Bangladesh Bureau of Statis-
tics, insurance companies, ICDDR,B, 
public and private universities etc. Many 
teachers and students of ISRT are 
attending international conferences and 
many of them have received interna-
tional awards for their scholarly 
research work and for being the best 
speaker in such conferences. Many 
graduates of ISRT have obtained Ph.D 
degrees from the leading universities of 
USA, Canada, U.K and Australia. Every 
year 3 to 4 ISRT graduates are going 
abroad for higher education. After 
receiving higher degrees leading to 
Ph.D, they are serving in ISRT and some 
are serving as faculty members in differ-
ent universities of USA, Canada, U.K and 
Australia and they are the ‘Loud Voice’ 
of ISRT and flag bearer of the country. 

BIRTH OF ISRTAA
Md. Hasinur Rahaman Khan
Associate Professor, ISRT

With the view of setting up an alumni 
association of graduates in Applied 
Statistics from ISRT, an online group was 
first created in 2005 with the initiatives 
from ex-students of Applied Statistics. 
This group served as a common, virtual 
platform for the graduates till 2009. On 
04 July 2009, an ad-hoc convening com-
mittee was formed in order to under-
take the preliminary activities to estab-
lish the official alumni association in 
ISRT. The convening committee was 
formed with Prof. Dr. M Sekander Hayat 
Khan as Chair and many ex-students of 
Applied Statistics as members. On July 
14, 2009 Karar Zunaid Ahsan, on behalf 
of the committee, sent the first draft of 

the constitution to alumni google-group 
for feedback. Many comments and 
suggestions on the constitution and its 
name were received. The name was 
proposed as “Applied Statistics Alumni 
Association (ASAA)” and this was agreed 
to by almost all members of the group. It 
was decided that Dr. Israt Rayhan’s 
office in ISRT would be used as the 
Alumni Relations Office on a temporary 
basis. In mid  2010, Dr. Enayetur Raheem 
created alumni Facebook group and 
proposed a website and domain as 
www.alumni.isrt.ac.bd.  By the end of 
2010 the draft of the constitution got 
significant improvement through the 
feedback of senior faculty members of 
ISRT and some ex-students of Applied 
Statistics. A membership form and 
receipt were designed and life 
membership fee was fixed as BDT 2000.

Despite the significant progress on the 
formation of the alumni during 
2009-2012, on 18 May 2013, an ad-hoc 
committee was formed to boost up all 
activities including forming effective 
batch representatives, finalizing the 
alumni constitution, registering the 
alumni association and officially forming 
the association. The ad-hoc committee 
was comprised of the following persons: 
Dr. Hasinur Rahaman Khan (Chair), Dr. 
Enayetur Raheem and Kamrul Hasan 
Kochi (Co-Chairs), Karar Zunaid Ashen 
(Secretary), Ashraful Islam Khokon 
(Communication Secretary), and Nabil 
Awan (Joint Secretary). A three-member 
sub-committee (Karar Zunaid Ahsan, 
Nabil Awan, Ashraful Islam Khokon) was 
also formed to fine tune the constitution 

and the committee finalized the draft for 
the alumni association which was given 
the initial name “Applied Statistics 

Alumni Association (ASAA)”. The prog-
ress under the ad-hoc committee got a 
new dimension. Since May 2013, the 
committee had been continuously 
arranging batch representative meet-
ings, annual alumni iftar event, motivat-
ing the graduates, finalizing member-
ship form and receipt, and collecting 
alumni life members that grew to 36 till 
June 2017.  

On 10 June 2017, the ad-hoc committee 
along with the present ISRT Director 
Prof. Dr. Israt Rayhan organized an 
alumni iftar event where it was decided 
that on 18 July 2017, the existing ad-hoc 
committee would be revised to expedite 
the process of finalizing the ISRTAA 
constitution and forming the alumni 
association. The ad-hoc committee 
Chair Dr. Hasinur Rahaman Khan and 
ISRT Director were instrumental to 
change the name of the association to 
ISRT Alumni Association (ISRTAA) from 
the Applied Statistics Alumni Associa-
tion (ASAA). Both motivated all the 
Applied Statistics graduates who were 
present in the iftar event.  Later, on 18 
July 2017, the ad-hoc committee was 
revised. The committee was comprised 
of the following persons: Dr. Hasinur 
Rahaman Khan (Convener), Ashraful 
Islam Khokon (Joint Convener-1), 
Shofiqul Islam (Joint Convener-2) and 18 
members. Also, a new eight-member 
sub-committee led by Dr. Hasinur Raha-
man Khan was also formed on the same 
day to revise and finalize the initial draft 
of the constitution of the alumni associ-
ation under alumni’s proposed name 
“Institute of Statistical Research and 

Training Alumni Association (ISRTAA)”. 
The sub-committee finalized the consti-
tution over dozen meetings in quick 

time. It was decided on the batch represen-
tative meeting held on 11 November 2017 
that 11 new batch representatives of M. 
Stat and M. Demography would be added 
to the existing ad-hoc committee to orga-
nize the first ever reunion of ISRTAA and to 
announce formally the formation of the 
ISRTAA. By the first week of January 2018, 
the number of life members went up to 
238.

ISRT and the new ad-hoc committee jointly 
decided to organize the first ever reunion of 
ISRTAA on January 27, 2018. On January 27, 
2018 a general meeting and reunion of the 
ISRT graduates under ISRTAA banner was 
organized in which Prof. Dr. M. Sekander 
Hayat Khan presided over the meeting and 
the Honorable Vice Chancellor, University 
of Dhaka formally announced the formation 
of ISRTAA as Chief Guest. The ISRT Director 
Prof. Dr. Israt Rayhan and the above ad-hoc 
committee played the key role to organize 
such an event. After discussions with the 
alumni members and with full consensus, 
two formal committees were formed: the 
Board of Trustees (BOT) and the Executive 
Committee (EC). Members of these two 
committees shall be treated as founding 
members. The BOT comprised of 9 mem-
bers-- Professor Dr. M. Sekander Hayat 
Khan (Chair), Professor Dr. Pk. Md. Motiur 
Rahman (Vice Chair), Dr. Md. Hasinur Raha-
man Khan (Member Secretary as EC Presi-
dent), Professor Dr. Israt Rayhan (member 
as Director of ISRT), Professor Dr. Syed 
Shahadat Hossain (member as nominee of 
ISRT Academic Committee), Professor Dr. 
Amir Hossain (member as nominee of ISRT 
Academic Committee), Mr. Abu Yusuf 
Chowdhury (member), Mr. Jamal Moham-
med Abu Naser (member), Dr. Mohammad 
Sohrab Uddin (member). The EC comprised 
of Dr. Md. Hasinur Rahaman Khan (Presi-
dent), Mr. Iqbal Ahammed (Vice Presi-
dent-I), Mr. Md. Mustafa Kamal (Vice Presi-
dent-II), Md. Ashraful Islam Khokon (Secre-
tary), Mr. Md. Masud Reza (Joint Secre-
tary-I), Mr. Sajal Kanti Howlader (Joint 
Secretary-II), Dr. Iftakhar Alam (Treasurer), 
Mr. Md. Azad Uddin (Cultural Affairs Secre-
tary), Mr. Anaet Shawon (Communication 
Secretary). The members are Professor 
Rejuan Hossain Bhuiyan, Mr. Mohammad 
Ahsanul Alam, Mr. Md. Shaheen Howlader, 
Professor Dr. Tamanna Howlader, Mr. 
Mohammed Tofazzal Hossain, Mr. Md. 
Mahbubul Haque, Mr. Md. Shofiqul Islam, 
Mr. Md. Nahid Ul Hasan, Mr. SM Alimanzir 
Pallab, Mr. Tanvir Khan, Mr. Rashedul 
Hoque, Mr. Md. Hasan Tajrian, Mr. Anindya 
Dev and Mr. Md. Mazharul Islam. In addi-
tion to the above two committees, there is 
a Finance Committee of 5 members headed 
by ISRT Director, Prof. Dr. Israt Rayhan. 
Details are available at

https://www.isrtalumni.org/management

MY EXPECTATIONS FROM ISRTAA
Karar Zunaid Ahsan
Doctoral student, Gillings School of Global Public Health, The University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill, NC, USA.

I congratulate the faculties, students, staff and the alumni association of ISRT on 
launching of the ISRTAA Newsletter. I would like to take this opportunity to briefly 
share my expectations from the alumni association and, more importantly, what 
ISRTAA can do about it. 
From networking to career advisory to mentoring—there are many reasons for 
establishing an alumni association for an academic institute. Encouraged by the 
successful launching of ISRTAA in January 2018, I put forward the following for kind 
consideration of the EC and the BOT of our newly-formed alumni association:

Spread the word (with attention to details) 
ISRTAA provides a unique opportunity to boost our academic program’s profile and 
highlight new courses/initiatives. It also acts as the platform for networking 
between the past and present graduates. While the homepage of ISRT’s official 
website is up to date, pages for people (www.isrt.ac.bd/people) and alumni 
(www.isrt.ac.bd/category/alumni) require regular updates and redesigning. For 
example, only a working email address may be sufficient as the mode of contact and 
“View profile” button can only be available for the persons who have a profile 
created.
 
Share the vision
The constitution of ISRTAA articulates the vision, mission and goals of the alumni 
association. I believe it would be useful for all of us to learn how the alumni 
association plans to materialize its objectives. ISRTAA Newsletter can regularly 
publish short interviews of one or two EC/BOT members in each issue where they 
will have the opportunity to share their vision with the alumni.
 
Engage new graduates
For an institution that started in 1964, it is expected that the alumni committee will 
be inclusive and have a focus on ‘rekindling old flames’ by engaging graduates of the 
earlier decades. In order to build a 21st century alumni engagement organization, 
ISRTAA may want to focus on turning the recent graduates into active alumni— a 
graduate who is working in a professional field for some years would be a 
remarkable mentor for the current students or fresh graduates because of the 
common saying: there isn't any better short-term career advice you can get than 
from someone who is in the job you're looking for. ISRTAA may actively encourage 
young graduates to take part in the alumni committee or even tailor specific alumni 
activities to their needs to increase their participation.

Dr. Md. Hasinur Rahaman Khan, Associate Professor, ISRT was 
invited as Keynote Speaker at the 2018 International 
Symposium on Big Data and Applied Statistics held in 
Guangzhou, China during November 2-4, 2018.

Dr. Tamanna Howlader was selected as the International 
Statistical Institute Young Ambassador to the International 
Biometric Conference held in Barcelona, Spain in 2018.

National achievements
The following faculty members of ISRT received the Dean’s 
Award from the Faculty of Science, University of Dhaka in 2019: 
Nasrin Lipi, Noor Jahan Akter,  Md. Mynul Islam, Rownak 
Jahan Tamanna, Dr. M. Shafiqur Rahman, Dr. Tamanna 
Howlader Dr. Md. Anower Hossain and Mr. Nabil Awan. 
The following students of ISRT received the Dean’s Award from 
the Faculty of Science, University of Dhaka in January 2019: 
Ashfia Tasnim Munia, Avizit Chandra Adhikary and Momenul 
Haque Mondol of batch 18; Tasneem Fatima Alam, Nowrin 
Nusrat, Ema Akter, Sorif Hossain, Kazy Farhat Tabassum and 
Md. Nasim Saba Nishat of batch 20. 

Tasnim Ara and Tasneem Fatima Alam received the ISRT 
Golden Jubilee Gold Medal Award for 2019 and 2018, 
respectively.

The following students received awards from the Qazi Motahar 
Husain Foundation in 2019: Tasnim Ara for being the first in 
Honors in 2018; Tasneem Fatima Alam, Ema Akter, Sorif 
Hossain for being the first in Masters in 2018. Two ISRT 
students, K.M Tanvir and Priom Saha (3rd year) also got 
awarded for their essays.

Avizit Adhikary of batch 18 won a data science competition 
called Datathon organized in 2019 by Robi Axiata Ltd. in which 
more than 600 candidates registered. His team called “Team 

STAY CONNECTED: BECOME AN ISRTAA LIFE 
MEMBER
Any ISRT graduate can become a life member upon paying the 
membership fee - BDT 2000 for graduates residing in 
Bangladesh and USD 100 for graduates residing outside 
Bangladesh. The hard copy of the membership form is available 
at ISRTAA’s office at ISRT. To apply for membership online, 
follow these steps:

Step-1: Visit-
www.isrtalumni.org/membership/apply-for-membership and 
click on  ‘Contact us’ to send an email to request a password to 
access the membership form.

Step-2: Fill in the online form and then submit; 

Step-3: bKash the membership fee to 01777837643 and then 
immediately inform Mr. Mostafa Kamal (ISRTAA office staff) by 
SMS to the same number.

Spark” had received the highest score among all 21 teams. The 
Datathon committee has certified Avizit and his team as the 
“Outstanding Performer” in the competition while the CEO of 
Robi also congratulated “Team Spark” personally.

Mr. Masud Reza was selected as one of the outstanding staff 
members at the Infectious Disease Division (IDD), icddr,b during 
2018 for being a successful Principal Investigator (PI) in 

conducting HIV serological and behavioural surveillance survey 
among key populations who are at risk of HIV in Bangladesh.

ISRT CORNER
ISRT is organizing two major international events in December 
2019: the 2nd International Conference on Applied Statistics 
(ICAS) 2019 and the International Workshop on “Sampling 
Methodologies for Monitoring Sustainable Development Goal 
Indicators” sponsored by the International Statistical Institute. 

For details about the conference, visit the conference website at 
https://icas2019.isrt.ac.bd.
For information about the workshop and funding opportunities, 
visit https://www.isrt.ac.bd/workshop.

Newsletter Committee
Tamanna Howlader   Pallab Sheikh
Md. Hasinur Rahaman Khan  Tanvir Khan
Anindya Deb    Md. Mynul Islam
Anaet Haider    Sourav Sarker
Md. Azad Uddin   Noor Muhammad Khan

MISCELLANEOUS

 Award recipients from the Qazi Motahar Husain Foundation in 2019

 2018 Dean's Award recipients from ISRT
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ALUMNI PHOTO ALBUM

Honorable Vice Chancellor of University of Dhaka at the 
inaugural session of the ISRTAA reunion

Honorable guests , faculty and alumni at the
ISRTAA reunion

Alumni members enjoying food and conversation as they 
reunite on campus

ISRT Building lights up on ISRTAA reunion night

Alumni members and their families enjoying the reunion festivities

First Board of Trustee (BOT) meeting at ISRT

ISRTAA Iftar 2018

Inaugural rally of the ISRTAA reunion led by the honorable 
VC of University of Dhaka

ISRT faculty members at the ISRTAA reunion

Reunion banner proudly welcoming alumni as they return to 
their beloved campus

Vibrant hand drawn illustrations by ISRT current students to welcome
the alumni members

Fungames for the alumni at the ISRT premises during ISRTAA reunion


